2^6	NGr-VIOLEXCE IX PEACE  AXD  WAR
p:,-, :r. Xon-violence is a plant of slow growth. It grows
imr-rrceptlbly but surely. And even at the risk of being
mil-i-iderstood, I must act in obedience to ::the still small
voice".
On the train to Simla, 25-9-'39
Harijsn, 30-9-1939
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INDIA'S   ATTITUDE
On. the 27th August last, i.e. just before the senseless
war   broke   out,   Shrimati   Kamaladevi    Ghattopadhyaya
wrote to me as follows:
esI have sent you an appeal through The Bombay Chronicle,
asking you to voice the attitude of India and of the exploited peoples
of the East on the present situation. What I meant was not a mere
reiteration of our old position that we can have nothing to do with
this imperialist war3 but something more than that. The present
conflict is mainly centred round the usual scramble for colonies,
or spheres of influence as they are now called in polite phraseology.
On this question the world thinlrs there are only two opinions,
■ for it hears only two views: one which believes in the maintaining
of the status quo\ the other which wants a change but on the same
basis, in other words, a redistribution of the loot and the right
to exploit, which of course means war. It is in the very nature
cf things that such a redistribution can never come about without
an armed conflict. Whether there will be anyone or anything left
to enjoy, of course, is another question. But the world is mainly
torn between these two. If the thesis of the one is accepted, then
that of the other should also be. For, if England and France have
the right to rule over large tracts and big nations, then Germany
and Italy have an equal right. There is as little moral justification
in the former countries crying halt to Hitler as there is in his what
he calls his rightful claims.
That tiiere is a tltird view the world hardly seems to think,
for it rarely hears it. And it is so essential that it should find ex-
prcssiott: the voice of the people who are mere pawns in the game.
Neither Danzig nor the Polish,  Corridor is  the issue. The issue is

